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DRAFT AGENDA
TOUR OPERATORS PROGRAM 
CULTURE DRAWS DISTANCES CLOSER
Veliko Turnovo, 8-10th April 2009

І. VENUE
Sixth International tourism  fair “CULTURAL TOURISM 2009” will be held in the town of Veliko Turnovo, the medieval capital of Bulgaria, with more than 7000 years of history. The houses, stacked one above the other, situated on the slopy hills of the town show a remarkable, unique architectural style. The bridges, unexpectedly flying over the river, palaces and towers, spectacular museums, ancient columns with writings left by our proud rulers, monasteries with unique murals and the Arbanassi fortress-houses.

From its rich historical value, to its thriving modern nightlife and lush natural surroundings that provide many excellent opportunities for outdoor recreational activities, Veliko Turnovo offers you everything you could ever want for the perfect holiday.
Accommodation will be in a four or five-star business hotel, located in the city center, within walking distance from the premises of exhibition in the town of Veliko Tarnovo 
ІІ. PROGRAMME
8 April, Wednesday


Arrival of the participants 

Participants may either  use regular possibilities of public interurban transport  or place order for group transportation arrangement (please see Registration Form)
12h00-14h00
 

Lunch
19h00



The Czardas Queen opera performance, K. Kisimov Theatre
20h30                                     Welcome of the Mayor of Veliko Tarnovo Municipality. Cocktail.
9 April, Thursday
11h00



Departure to National Architectural reserve Arbanassi 
	The old settlement of Arbanassi is situated on a high plateau with a view to the hills of Tzarevetz and Trapezitza, four kilometers from Veliko Turnovo. It's distinguished for its impressive houses and churches with rich interior decoration, wood-carving, and mural paintings created in XVI - XVII century. Namely these unique monuments from our architectural and arts heritage are the cause for Arbanassi to be frequently visited not only by tourists but also by scientists, archeologists, historians, architects, and artists.  With a tsar decree from 1921 the settlement is declared resort, and in 2000 it is declared "historical settlement" with national significance. 
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11h15


Orthodox chorus performance, “St. Arhangels Mihail and Gavrail” 



church

12h30

Home hosted lunch in an Arbanassi’s house

14h00-15h30


Roundtrip of places for accommodation in Veliko Turnovo

15h30-17h00


Visit of  International exhibition Cultural Tourism

17h00-19h00


Tour operators workshop with participants from Bulgaria, Romania, 




Greece, Turkey,  other European countries 

19h30



Formal dinner and special audio - visual program “Sound and light”
	The light show called "Sound and Light" (Zvuk i Svetlina) on the Tsarevets Hill is the most impressive attraction for the tourists. The audio visual programme dating from 1985 combines sound and light effects to reproduce the history og the ancient Bulgarian capital.
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10 April, Friday
10h00 – 11h00
City tour by open-air bus

11h00-12h00


Visit to the Tsarevets hill

12h00-13h00


Visit of the Samovodian bazaar
13h00



Lunch 

In the afternoon

Departure to Sofia/ from Bulgaria







